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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS) 

FIFTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Cartagena, Republic of Colombia, January 21-22, 2010
Agreement No. 4/10
AGREEMENT ENDORSING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE First Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Working Group for the Establishment of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD-WG-1), Managua, Nicaragua, December 10, 2009 
The Ministerial Council, 
Pursuant to:

Articles III of the Convention Establishing the Association of Caribbean States; the Panama Declaration reaffirming the commitment of the Heads of State and/or Governments to the development of the concept of sustainable tourism and their mandate that a meeting of Ministers of Tourism, Tourism High Level Officers be convened “to exchange experiences and examine proposals and alternatives regarding tourism public policies, especially those associated with cruise ships, so that the possibilities of this type of tourism providing a greater contribution to the sustainable development of the sector”;
Ministerial Agreement 11/07 institutionalizing the Declaration of Havana emanating from the First Tourism Ministerial Meeting of the Association of Caribbean States held in Havana, Cuba, 19th October, 2006;

Paragraphs 11.e of the Declaration of Havana on Tourism on the Greater Caribbean and 5.a of the Declaration of Barranquilla on Sustainable Tourism in the Greater Caribbean, of Tourism of the Greater Caribbean;  emanating, respectively, from the First and Second Meetings of Ministers 
Considering that at the First Meeting of Ministers of Tourism of the Greater Caribbean (TMM-1), regional tourism leaders agreed “to consider the possibility of establishing an Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destination that will contribute to the exercise of greater leverage in discussions with the industry and will have the potential for having a positive impact, in terms of the benefits for ACS Member States and Associate Members, particularly through increased cruise travel”;
Bearing in mind the Second Meeting of Ministers of Tourism of the Greater Caribbean (TMM-2) agreed “on convening on the establishment of an Ad-Hoc Working Group to further the task of setting up the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations and that the first meeting of the said Ad-Hoc Working Group be convened for the last quarter of 2009;

Noting the report of the First Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Working Group for the Establishment of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations (ACCD-WG-1), held in Managua, Nicaragua, December 10th, 2009, and acknowledging the main recommendations emanating from this meeting as indicated in Annex I of this Agreement. 
AGREES:

1. To commend the ACCD-WG for its report to the Ministerial Council and to  request the ACCD-WG to further advance on the concept and framework for the institutionalization of the ACCD under the auspices of the Special Committee for Sustainable Tourism.

2. To request the Members and Associate Members to resolutely support the work of the ACCD-WG, especially taking into account the crucial importance of this industry to the tourism sector in the Greater Caribbean. 
3. To request the Directorate to continue efforts to seek mechanisms or cooperation in this matter with Members, Associate Members, Founding Observers and other third party States, and regional and international entities;
4. To express gratitude to the First Meeting of the ACCD-WG and in particular to the Host Country Nicaragua and the Sustainable Tourism Directorate for ensuring that this meeting was successfully implemented.

Annex 1
ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS)

1st MEETING OF THE AD-HOC WORKING GROUP FOR THE CREATION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN CRUISE SHIP DESTINATIONS (accd-WG-1)
Managua, Nicaragua, December 10, 2009

RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT

Excerpt of the Main Recomendations

……….
Conclusions of the Morning Session 

The following are the main conclusions and recommendations emanating from the first part of the Meeting:

· Approval of the Formation of the Ad-Hoc Working Group for the Creation of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations, which was composed as follows:

Chairman: Nicaragua

Vice Chairmen: Haiti and Mexico and Belize serving as Alternate Vice Chairman 

· Approval of the team of advisors for the Working Group, whose purpose will be to provide technical support in the creation of the Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations. This team would be composed as follows: 

ACS: Technical Secretariat 

WTO, CTO and CCT (President Pro-Tempore)
· Incorporation of Cuba into the Ad-Hoc Working Group.

· Consideration of the potentiality of the Caribbean region with respect to cruise ship destinations and recognition of the importance of using the broad concept of the Caribbean based on the cultural and geographical diversity of the region.

· Recognition of the importance that should be placed not only on the economic impact of cruise ship tourism, but also its social, cultural and environmental effects.

· Recommendation of the following aspects to be taken into account for the Work Plan of the ACCD:  

· Promotion of the acquisition of products, goods and services in ports through local providers and/or Member States of the ACS.

· Generation of on board employment for citizens of the Greater Caribbean.

· Organisation of familiarisation trips for travel agents on cruise ships in coordination with the destinations visited, so as to encourage the promotion of such locations as destinations.

· Recognition of the Declaration of Cozumel on cruise ship tourism policies for Mexico and Central America.  

With support from the ACS Secretariat, entrust the Ad-Hoc Group with the task of preparing the legal documentation, operating plan and schedule to be followed for the creation of the ACCD. 

· Charge the Ad-Hoc Group with the responsibility of preparing a proposal on the FCCA’s participation, for the consideration of ACS countries.

…………

VI. Conclusions and Recommendations for the Creation of the Proposed Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations. Date and Venue of the next Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Working Group
The Chairman, in collaboration with the STD, presented a compilation of the main topics discussed regarding the draft Concept Document presented, as well as the conclusions and recommendations concerning the next steps to be taken toward the establishment of the proposed Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations, agreeing to the following:

· Approval of the Draft Concept Document on the Objectives, Composition, Functions and Other Institutional Aspects of the Proposed Association of Caribbean Cruise Ship Destinations, so as to allow the ACCD-WG to commence the responsibility assigned.

· Presentation of the recommendations of the ACCD-WG-1 to the ACS Ministerial Council at its upcoming meeting scheduled to take place in Cartagena, Colombia, on January 21, 2010, for recognition as a Ministerial Agreement. 

· Presentation by the ACCD-WG of its first proposal on the Plan for the Functioning of the ACCD by no later than February 15, 2010, for its subsequent distribution and consideration among the Member States and Associate Members of the ACS, with a view to the 21st Meeting of the SCST carded for the end of March or early April 2010. This first document must include the proposal regarding the participation of the FCCA. 
· Solicit technical advice from the WTO for the preparation of the Plan for the Functioning of the ACCD, by assigning a consultant specialising in this area.
……….
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